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Film Plot versus Film Story
In a film, a plot refers to the sequence of related events that create a narrative. It emphasizes on causality and presents facts in a way that displays the thematic, emotional and dramatic significance of the film. The story in a film on the other hand, explains all the events in a plot that get implied to have happened without explicitly presenting them and ensuring their flow in chronological order (Biletzki, & Matar, 2002). For instance, in the film “Annie” the plot could be presented as, “Annie, a fiery young girl who must live in a miserable orphanage run by the tyrannical Miss Hannigan. Her seemingly hopeless situation changes when she gets selected to spend a short time at the residence of the wealthy munitions industrialist, Oliver Warbucks. Quickly, she charms the hearts of the household staff and even the seemingly cold-hearted Warbucks cannot help but learn to love this wonderful girl.” On the other hand, the story of the film could get presented as, “Annie a child mistreated by her foster mom, unsuccessfully looks for her parents, but finally meets someone good who adopts her. The people around his house recognize her as a hardworking girl.”
In the film Annie, the events get presented chronologically. The filmmaker’s intention in such a case remains to show the cause, effects, and conclusions of the proceedings in a film. The idea allows the audience to view the big picture and stay in a constant guess of the next scene. The audience understands how and why the events unfold in the way they do, and how they relate. On the other hand, the use non- linear order establishes the desired expectations to the viewer especially by catching their attention (Simons, 2008). The technique creates tension that makes the audience to get captivated and creative in figuring out the past, present, and future in one moment in the middle of the film.
Chronologically, it gets easier to can show a character’s development and depth in the preceding episodes. Readers effortlessly understand the nature and its role in the story, and at the same time, the method creates a compelling story with a logical flow. Foreshadowing in alternate scenes would enable you to develop your characters more fully. Foreshadowing applies better in non-linear story-telling since the type of flow demands the writer to build a character with suspense and deepens their value in the film’s central themes.
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